Ectopic neural and neuroendocrine neoplasms.
Although neural and neuroendocrine tissues are distributed virtually ubiquitously throughout the body, the occurrence of selected neoplasms related to those lineages is extremely uncommon in some topographic sites. This review considers the clinicopathologic characteristics of heterotopic pituitary adenomas; neuroendocrine carcinomas in non-organ-based locations; ectopic (extraneuraxial) meningiomas and gliomas; visceral neuroblastic neoplasms and primitive neuroectodermal tumors; and paragangliomas arising outside the sympathoadrenal neural network. Practical approaches to differential diagnosis are emphasized.